
Religion in Queensland State Education 1875 - 2008 
 
 
1875 Queensland Education Act provided for free, secular and compulsory education 
in State schools and transferred all primary education in Queensland to the Department 
of Public Instruction responsible to a Minister for Education. 
The new Act provided for Classes 1 to 5 (approximately 8 years) in primary schools. The 
syllabus comprised reading, writing, arithmetic, object lessons, drill and gymnastics, 
vocal music, sewing and needlework, geography, history, English grammar and 
elementary mechanics. 

 

On April 13th 1910, a controversial referendum (strongly opposed by the then minority 
Roman Catholic Church) was conducted in Queensland.  

The 1910 YES/NO question was worded: 

Are you in favour of introducing the following system into State Schools, namely: 

The State Schoolmaster, in school hours, teaches selected Bible lessons from a reading book provided for the 
purpose, but is not allowed to give sectarian teaching: 

Any minister of religion is entitled, in school hours, to give the children of his own denomination an hour's 
religious instruction on such day or days as the school committee can arrange for: 

Any parent is entitled to withdraw his child from all religious teaching if he chooses to do so? 

YES 

NO 

 

The results were.. Yes: 74,228. No: 56,681. Informal: 7,651.  

In 1910 the 1875 Act was amended, including provision for Religious Instruction and 
Bible lessons while deleting any instance of the word ‘secular’.   

Wording reflecting the above outcome, including the reading of 'selected Bible lessons' 
by teachers, remains in the Queensland Education (General Provisions) Act and 
Regulation to this day. 

 






